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is the general tendency of Prakriti, Tantrik discipline
lost its principle in its machinery and became a
theme of formulae and occult mechanism still power-
ful when rightly used but fallen from the clarity of
their original intention". Nevertheless it is the most
daring of spiritual experiments ever undertaken by
mankind, and its practice produced a rich harvest
of psychological experience of almost every part and
plane of man's being, so much so that a conception
of their integrality and wholeness was felt to be
a necessity in the later spiritual endeavours of
the race.

The spiritual mind of India derives not a little of
its synthetic cast from the culture of the Tantras,
Bengal, the earliest to take it up, developed it by
going through every aspect of its discipline and
achieved a success almost unique in her religious
history. It contributed very largely to her remarkable
creative activities in the realm of art and learning,
which are witnessed more particularly during the
Pala period when Mahayana Buddhism was prevail-
ing in the country only as another name for Tan-
trikism. Throughout her history Bengal may be said
to have been growing in her consciousness of Shakti,
which is believed to be a chief source of inspiration
of many of her fruitful cultural efforts. And it would
not be entirely incorrect to say that even in modern
times the cultural and religious movements in Bengal,
many of them, have had distinctive elements of
Tantrik idealism as their guiding motive. It is in